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(SUMMARY)

In traditional Chinese society, bearing numerous children
guarantees the flourishing of a clan, leading to prosperity of the
entire  country. According to the conventional Chinese
beliefs, “descendants,”’or in Chinese known as si, is a symbol of
fortune. The character si means “inheritor.” Only male descendants
are expected to inherit their clans. Giving birth to a son becomes
one of the most important targets of the Chinese people.

Divination was a general obsession in Qing society, which was
reflected in their pursuit of spouses or children. There were many
ways of seeking for offspring in Chinese folk culture. Some were
able to afford practical solutions such as taking concubines,
adopting nephews as sons, or fostering sons in order to have an
heir; others who were beyond their tether could only seek help

through divination and hoped divinity would solve their problem.
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While they were desperate for sons, the Qing people seeks remedies
through fortune—telling: calculating number of children based on fate
calculation; estimating one’s fertility by observing one’'s face and
body features; determining gender of the embryo through divination,
etc. All these methods of divinations claim there is an imperceptible
force, which preordains fate for each person and predicts the
unknown. This force is what is called “predestination.” However,
can “predestination” be altered? Can humans act against Heaven's
will and alter their destiny? Through what methods did Qing people

alter their fate? This essay will give the answers.
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